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NORTHNORTHUMBERLAND LOCAL AREA COUNCIL
RIGHTS OF WAY SUB-COMMITTEE
26 October2021

REVIEW OF THE DEFINITIVEMAP AND STATEMENT
OF PUBLICRIGHTS OF WAY

ALLEGEDBRIDLEWAY /BYWAY OPENTO ALL TRAFFIC No 28
PARISH OF WHITTINGHAM

Report of the Executive Director of Local Services
CabinetMember: Councillor Jeff Watson, Healthy Lives

Purpose of report

In this report, the North Northumberland Local Area Council Rights of Way Sub-
Committee is asked to considerall the relevantevidence gathered in support andin
rebuttal of the existence of public bridleway / vehicular rights over part of the U4010
road, from its crossroads with the U4009 road, at West Lodge, in a general southerly
direction, to the C172 road, at Eslington Highhill.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the sub-committee agrees that:

(i) there is sufficient evidence to indicate that public vehicular rights
have been reasonably alleged to exist over the route K-L;

(ii)  the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 would
not appear to have extinguished the public’s motorized vehicular
rights over the K-L route;

(ili)  the route be included in a future Definitive Map Modification Order

’ as a byway open to all traffic

10 BACKGROUND

1.1 By virtue of section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 the County
Council isrequired to keep the Definitive Map and Statement under *
continuous review and make modification orders upon the discovery of
evidence, which shows thatthe map and statement need to be modified.

1.2  The relevantstatutory provision which applies to adding a public right of way
to the Definitive Map and Statement, based on historical documentary
evidence, is Section 53(3)(c)(i) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981. This



1.3

2.0

2.1

2.2

requires the County Council (as Surveying Authority) to modify the Definitive
Map and Statement following:

‘the discovery by the éuthority of evidence which (when considered with all
other relevant evidence available to them) shows:

“that a rightof way which is notshown in the map and statement .
subsists or is reasonably alleged to subsistover land in the area to
which the map relates, being a right of way such thatthe land over
which theright subsists is a public path, a restricted byway or, subject
to section 54A, a byway open to all traffic;”

All the relevant statutory provisions and competing rights and interests have
been considered in making this report. The recommendations are in
accordance with the faw and proportionate, having regard to individuals’ rights
andthe publicinterest.

PUBLIC EVIDENCE

In August2020, Diane Holmes of Ulgham made a formal application seeking
to modify the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way by adding a public
bridleway over a route (part of the U4010) between the U4009 road at West
Lodge and the C172 road at Eslington Highbhill.

Ms Holmes supplied the following analysis of the evidence to accompany
her application:

“The route

1. The application route is in the parish of Whittingham and is not
recorded on the definitive map. Howeverit is recorded as U4010 on
the NCC plan of adopted highways (List of Streets).

2. ltiinkstwo rural roads, the U4009 at the north end (A) GR NU 038
116 and the C172 at the south end (B) GR NU 039 114,

3. It follows the edge of a rough pasture with a field gate at eitherend.

4, 1t can be seen on OS Explorer 332 Alnwick & Amble.
See photographs showing its character.

Documentary evidence

1. 1769 Armstrong’s map of Northumberland

The line of the application route can be identified on this early county
map.

See extract

2. 1820 Fryer's map of Northumberland
It can also be seen on this early county map.
See extract

3. Greenwood’s map of Northumberland

This county map shows the pattern of the local roads in a manner more
similar to the present day, with the application route joining the road
past Eslington Hall to High Hill.

See extract



4. 1841 Tithe plan for Whittingham parish extract from the
Genealogist's website

The tithe plan clearly shows the application route as an unfenced track

joining the cross roads at west Lodge to Eslington Highhill in the same

manneras the adjacent county roads.

See extract

5. 1866 OS 15t ed scale 1:2500 (25”) extract from www.old-
maps.co.uk

On the 1stedition OS it is shown as a feature separate from the pasture

it crosses by the broken brace. It also shows a minor path joiningitand

a well on it beside the edge of the wood.

It is shown to be in the parish of Whittingham and the township of
Eslington. The plot numberis not clear, butit could be plot number 34
which isthe numberto be seen on its continuation northwards.

In the OS Book of Reference forthat parish and town ship on page 5, it
can be seen the plot 34 is described as publicroad. Thisis also the
case for plot 101, the road going east past Eslington Hall and for plot
105, the road going west from West Lodge.

See extract

6. 1895 OS 2"d ed scale 1:10,560 (6”")  extract from www.old-
maps.co.uk

The application route is clearly shown joining West Lodge to Eslington

Highhill. It follows the same line as on the earlier edition with the well

still being labelled.

See extract

7. 1903 Bartholomew’s Halfinch England & Wales extract from the
NLS website
This map was produced for sale to the general public at a time when
the OS was only concerned with producing maps for governmentuse.
Cyclists were beginning to use maps to explore the wider countryside.
The application route is shown, though notwith the notation indicating
that it had a good surface for cycling. Thatis the same as forthe east/
west road from Ryle Mill which passes West Lodge and Eslington Hall.
See extract

8. 1923 Ministry of Transport Half inch map extract from
https:/maps.nis.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=13&lat=55.40423&lon=-
1.94481&layers=191&b=1

The original documents are held at TNA. They were digitised in 2010.

They show all the public roads of the country with the new classification

system for main roads, which started to be developed in the 1920s,

inserted as a layer on the OS base map.

See extract ‘

9. 1954 OS scale 1:25,000 (24") extract from NLS website

This post-war edition of the OS clearly shows the route along the same
line as on earlier editions. It is notlabelled FP, suggesting thatit is of
higher status.

See extract

Conclusion
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3.1

Although only a short link between two existing rural roads, the
evidence suggests that the application route has been in existence for a
very longtime. Please could you consider adding it to the definitive
map as a public bndleway as it would provide a usefullinkin a number
of local circularroutes.”

In the late 1980s the County Council carried out consuliations regarding
proposals to add a number of unsealed tracks in the north of the Countyto the
Definitive Map as byways open to all raffic on the basis that the routes were
included in the County Council's “Listof Streets” as unclassified County roads
(UCR). The rationale for doing so was that it would not he obvious to
members of the public (particularly horse riders, walkers and cyclists) that they
were legally entitled to use routes such as these (which were considered to
have vehicular status), because their physical appearance might suggest
otherwise,

The view, held by those officers of the Council responsible for maintaining the
‘List of Streets’ for the County of Northumberland was (and still is} that only
public roads (not public bridleways or public footpaths) were shown on this

List. The only exceptionsto this are the surfaced paths and alleyways

providing pedestrian links between roads, in urban areas. Thus, fracks in rural
settings, which have theirown unique reference numbers (e.g. the ‘U4010’
road), were considered to be all-purpose public highways maintainable at
public expense. :

Shortly afterwards, the processing of applications from third parties seeking to
record public footpath or public bridleway rights was afforded a higher priority.
Later on, the process of recording UCRs as byways open to all traffic was
effectively suspended because the Ordnance Survey indicated thatthey would
be showing such routes on their published maps as being an “Other route with
public access”. Although, on thatbasis, members of the public would still be
unclearas to precisely whatrights they had over routes identified in this
fashion.

The most recent advice from DEFRA (paragraph 4.42, Rights of Way Circular
1/09) is that inclusion on the List of Streets may provide evidence of vehicular
rights butthat this should be examined on a case by. case basis. In view of
this advice, itis considered prudentio evaluate the status of the U4010
unclassified County road based upon more than simply its inclusion in the Llst
of Streets.

LANDOWNER EVIDENCE

By letter, dated 25 August2020, the Ravensworth Estate made the following
comments upon receiving notice (from the applicant)that an application had
been seeking to record public bridleway rights:

“Ref: Notice of Application for Modification Order

“Lord Ravensworth has received the above Notice dated 18 August

2020, lodges by a Diane Holmes of 3 Manor Farm, Ulgham, Morpeth,

NE61 3BH along with a map of a supposed bridleway across his land

from West Lodge to Eslington High Hill. Both properties are owned by
~ Lord Ravensworth. Copies enclosed.
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4.2

"Lord Ravensworth strongly objects fo interference of any kind across
his private land. Please have this application set aside as soon as

possible and write to reassure Lod [sic] Ravensworth thatthe matter
has been closed.” :

By letter, dated 4 February 2021, Lord Ravensworth responded to the
consultation stating:

“Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
Parish of Whittingham Alleged Bridleway No 28

“In reply to your letter and map dated 28 January 2021, | most strongly

object to the roufe outlined.

"‘Firstly the letter was sentto my Farm Tenantand notme.

“Secondlythis route has never been used in my lifetime. | regularygo
past thisfield and have never seen anyone use this for a vehicle or

horse and never seen anyone walk the route.

“This route is extremely boggy and is not accessible by any vehicle. |

will resist this application.”

CONSULTATION

In January 2021, the Council carried outa consultation with the Parish

Council, known owners and occupiers of the land, the local County Councillor
and the local representatives of the “prescribed and local organisations’ listed
in the Council’s “Code of Practice on Consultation for Public Path Orders™.

One reply was received and is included below.

By email, in March 2021, the British Horse Society responded to the
consultation, stating:

“Parish of Whittingham
Alleged public bridleway/byway no 28

The addition of this short link between two county roads to the definitive
map is supported by the British Horse Society. It is notclearon the
ground thatthis way carries publicrights even though the documentary
evidence clearly shows that it was an old road with publicrights in the
past.”

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

A search has been made of archives relating to the area. Evidence of Quarter
Sessions Records, Council Highways records, County Maps and O.S. Maps
was inspected, and the following copies are enclosed for consideration.

1769 Armstrong’'s County Map




1820

1827

1828

The route of whatis now the C172road, running pastHighhill, does not
appear to be shown on the map; nor is there any continuation of whatis
now the U4010 road, south of West Lodge.

Fryer's County Map

There is clear evidence of a road or track approximétEng to the route of
alleged Byway No 28.

Cary's Map

There is clear evidence of a road or track approximating to the route of
alleged Byway No 28.

Greenwood's County Map

There is clear evidence of a road or track approximating to the route of
alleged Byway No 28.

¢.1866 Ordnance Survey Map: Scale 1:2500

There is clear evidence of an unenclosed road / frack over the route of
alleged Byway No 28. [t, along with its northerly continuationis,
l[abelled as part of plot number34. In the accompanying Book of
Reference, Plot number 34 in the Township of Eslington is identified as

 “Public road”.

1899

Ordnan ce Survey Map: Scale 1:10,560

There is clear evidence of an unenclosed road/ track over the route of
alleged Byway No 28.

Finance Act1910 plan

There is clear evidence of an unenclosed road or frack over the route of
alleged Byway No 28. Unsurprisingly, given thatitis unenclosed, the
route of the byway is not shown as being separated from the

- surrounding land by coloured boundaries.

¢.1923 Ordnance Survey Map: Scale 1:10,560

1932

c.1938

1951

There is clear evidence of an unenclosed road / frack over the route of
alleged Byway No 28.

Rothbury RDC Handover Map

No handover map appears to have survived for the former Rothbury
RDC area. '

Restriction of Ribbon Development Act 1935 Map & Schedule

No map or schedule forthe Rothbury RDC area appears to have
survived.

Highways Map




The route of alleged Byway Open to All Traffic No 28 is coloured purple
s0 as io identifyitas a publicly maintainable road. It is labelled as part
of the "U4010". _

¢.1952 Definitive Map — original Survey Map

1957

1958

1962

1964

1964

The route of alleged Byway Open to All Traffic No 28 exists on the base
map, andis coloured brown. Known publicroads were generally
coloured brown to indicate what the extent of the road network was
considered to be. '

Draft Map

The route of alleged Byway Open to All Traffic No 28 exists on the base
map. It is notidentified forinclusion on the Definitive Map as either a
public footpath, public bridieway or Road Used as a Public Path
(RUPP).

Provisional Map

As with the Draft Map, the route of alleged Byway Open to All Traffic No
28 exists on the base map. It is notidentified forinclusion on the
Definitive Map as either a public footpath, public bridleway or Road
Used as a Public Path (RUPP).

Ordnance Survey Map: Scale 1:10,560

There is clear evidence of a field edge track over the route of alleged
Byway No 28.

County Road Schedule

In this Schedule, the entry for the U4010 road states:
‘4010 Eslington Hall West Lodge — Mere Burn Road
From C172 at Eslington High Hill via Eslington Hall West Lodge
to C169 at it crossing at the Mere Burn.”

The length of the U4010 road is identified as 0.88 miles.

Original Definitive Map

The route of alleged Byway No 28 exists on the base map, butitis not
identified as a public footpath, public bridleway or Road Used as a
Public Path (RUPP).

Highways Map _

The route of alleged Byway Open to All Traffic No 28 is coloured purple
so as to identifyitas a publicly maintainable road. It is labelled as part
of the “U4010".

County Road Schedule

In this Schedule, the entry for the U4010 road states:
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“U4010 Eslington Hail West Lodge — Mere Burn Road
From C172 at Eslington High Hill via Eslington Hall WestLodge
to C169 atits crossing of the Mere Burn,” .

The length of the U4010 road is identified as 0.88 miles.

First Review Definitive Map

As with the original Definitive Map, the route of alleged Byway No 28
exists on the base map, butit is notidentified as a public footpath,
public bridleway or Road Used as a Public Path (RUPP).

1974 County Road Schedule

In this Schedule, the eniry for the U4010 road states:
“U4010 Eslington Hall West Lodge — Mere Burn Road
From C172 at Eslington High Hill (NU 039114} northwards via
Eslington Hail WestlLodge to C169 at its crossing of the Mere
Bum (NU 033124).”

The Iéngth of the U4010 road is identified as 0.88 miles.

1979 OQOrdnance Survey Map: Scale 1:10,000

There is no evidence of a road / track over the route of alleged Byway
No 28.

2005 Ordnance Survey Explorer 332 Map: Scale 1:25,000

There is clear evidence of a path / track over the route of alleged Byway
No 28. "Unlike many other unclassified roads in this area, this route is
not marked with green dots to signify thatit is an “Other route with
public access” (i.e. an ORPA).

2006 The Coun'cii’s ‘List of Streets’ (2 May 2006)

The route of the alleged byway (the U4010) is clearly identified as
publicly maintainable highway.

SITE INVESTIGATION

From PointK, at a crossroads of the U4009 and U4010 roads, immediately
north-west of West Lodge, Eslington, an ili-defined track proceeds over an
area of grass verge for a distance of 10 metres, to a field gate. Beyondthe
gate, a 6 to 7.5 metre wide grass surfaced corridor, between a raised grass
bund {o the west and a stone wall to the east, proceeds in a south-easterly
direction for a distance of 150 metres, then southerly direction fora distance of
60 metres. By thispointthe grass bund has petered out. As the boundary
wall bends to the east, the alleged byway continues in a southerly direction
across the corner of the field for a further 85 metfres, to a junction with the
C172 road a field gate, 25 metres north-westof Eslington Highhill (PointL).

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT REPORT
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8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

In September 2021, a draft copy of the report was circulated to those
landowners / occupiers who responded to the initial consultation fortheir
comments. No additional comments have been received.

DISCUSSION

Section 53 (3)(c)(i) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, requiresthe
County Council to modify the Definitive Map when evidence is discovered
which, when considered with all otherrelevantevidence available to them
shows:

that a right of way, which is notshown in the Map and Statement,
subsists or is reasonably alleged to subsistover landin the area to
which the Map relates, being a rightof way such thatthe land over
which therightsubsistsis a public path, a restricted byway or; subject
to section 54A, a byway open to all traffic.

When considering an application / proposal for a modification order, Section
32 of the Highways Act 1980 provides for “any map, plan or history of the
locality or other relevantdocument” fo be tendered in evidence and such
weightto be given to it as considered justified by the circumstances, including
the antiquity of the tendered document, the status of the person by whomand
the purpose for which itwas made or compiled, and the custody in which ithas
been kept and from which itis produced.

Although Ms Holmes’ application only soughtto record this route as a public
bridieway, when determining this application the Council must considerall the
available evidence. It is sometimes the case thatthe evidence which is
gathered may pointto the existence of higher(or lower) public rights than
those that were originally applied for.

The representation of a path or track on an Ordnance Survey Map is not
evidence thatitis a publicrightof way. Itis onlyindicative of its physical
existence at the time of the survey.

The route of alleged Byway Open to All Traffic No 28 is identified on

the County Council's current List of Streets as being part of the U4010 road.
The route was identified on the Council’'s 1951 and 1964 Highways Maps and
on the 1958, 1964 and 1974 County Road Schedules. No 1932 Handover
Maps or Maps and Schedules produced underthe Restriction of Ribbon
Development Act 1935 appear to have survived for the Rothbury Rural District
area.

Although notdepicted on the 1979 1:10,000 OS map, the route has otherwise
been consistently identified on Ordnance Survey maps since ¢.1866. The

route has always been shown as an unenclosed field edge track. The Book of
Reference, published to accompany the 1:2500 scale First Edition map, ‘
identified this route as a “Public Road”. The route does not seem to be shown

.on Armstrong's County Map of 1769, but would appearto be depicted on

Fryer's and Greenwood’s County Maps of 1820 and 1828 and on Cary's Map
of 1827. On the plans produced in association with the Finance Acton 1910,
the route was notshown as being separated from the surrounding land by
coloured boundaries - if it had been, this would have been a good indicator
that the route was considered to be a public vehicular highway —but the lack
of coloured boundaries in not surprising, given thatthe route is notenclosed.



8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10

8.11

8.12

Ms Holmes' application was supported by some additional pieces of
documentary evidence. The 1841 Tithe Award Map for Whittingham Township
also identifies the application route as an unfenced track. The route is clearly
identifiable on an extract from Bartholomew's half Inch Map of 1903 andon a
Ministry of Transport Half inch Map of 1923.

The County Council accepts that, given the way the regulations were written
with regard to the way highway authorities could include publicly maintainable
highways in the List of Streets, there was no impedimentto public bridleways
and public footpaths also beingincluded. Thatis notto say that any
bridleways or footpaths were so shown —justthat they could be. It must,
therefore, be entirely proper to considereach UCR on a case by case basis,
butthat does not mean that we should begin with the assumption thateach
UCRis nomore than a public footpath unless higherrights can be proven by
other means. In Northumberland there is no evidence o suggestthat public
footpaths and public bridleways were deliberately shown on the 1958, 1964 or
1974 County Road Schedules (forerunners of the modern day List of Streets).
The fact that a route is shown on these schedules must, therefore, be

“evidence of some weightthat public vehicularrights exist.

Letters from DEFRA, dated 2003 and November 2006, and Rights of Way
Circular 1/09 set out the approach Inspectors and order making authorities
should take in determining the status of routes included on the Listof Streets.
In summary, the guidance states that the inclusion of a route on the List of
Streets is not a record of whatlegal rights exist over that highway but may

- provide evidence of vehicularrights. However, this must be considered with

all other relevant evidence in order fo determine the nature and extent of those
rights. Highway Authorities are recommended to examine the history of such
routes and the rights that may exist over them on a case by case basis in
order to determine their status.

The Natural Environmentand Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act 2006)
had a major impact upon the recording of byways open to all traffic based
upon historical documentary evidence. Under section 67 of the Act, any
existing, but unrecorded, public rights of way for mechanically propelled
vehicles were extinguished unless one of the ‘saving’ provisions applied. In
brief, these saving provisions were: (a) if the main lawful public use between
2001 and 2006 was with motor vehicles; (b) if the route was on the List of
Streets (on 2 May 20086) and not also on the Definitive Map as something [ess
than a byway open to all traffic; (c) the route was legally created expressly for
motor vehicular use; (d) the route was a road deliberately constructed for
public motor vehicular use; or (e) the vehicularhighway came aboutas a
result of unchallenged motor vehicular use before December 1930.

Of the saving provisions above, the main one (b), will apply to the U4010 road.
Where a route is not shown on the Definitive Map as a footpath, bridleway or
restricted byway, then the fact that it is shown on the List of Streets will be
sufficientto prevent the public’s motor vehicular r;ghts from being
extinguished.

For a route to be a byway open to all traffic, it has to be (i) a public motor
vehicularright of way and (ii) a route which is nevertheless used (or is likely to
be used) by the public mainly forthe reasons which footpaths and bridleways
are used. This route is simply a grassy headland. Lord Ravensworth has
remarked that this route “ls extremely boggy andis notaccessible by any
vehicle.” He has neverseen anyone use it with a vehicle, on a horse or on
foot, and there is no evidence from anyone else to suggestwhatthe existing



balance between motorised and non-motorised public user might be. It seems
likely that this route is very little (if ever) used by the public at present. On
balance, however, this route appears to be one where use by the general
publicis most likely to be predominantly non-motor vehicular.

8.13 Advice from the Planning Inspectorate in their ‘consistency guidelines’ states

9.2

9.3

that it is important to have the correct width, where known, recorded in the
definitive statement. Where no width can be determined by documentary
means (such as an Inclosure Award, Highway Order or dedication document),
there is usually aboundary to boundary presumption for public highways.
Since this route is notenclosed now, nor does it appear to have been
enclosed previously, itis proposed that it be recorded with the Council’s
standard defaultwidth of 5 metres (i.e. wide enough fortwo vehicles, travelling
in opposite directions, to pass each other.

CONCLUSION

In light of the documentary evidence available, it appears that public vehicular
rights have been reasonably alleged to exist over the route of alleged Byway
Open to All Traffic No 28.

The Natural Environmentand Rural Communities Act 2006 would notappear
to have extinguished the public’s motor vehicularrights over the route.

The route would appear to satisfy the balance of user / character test for being
recorded on the Definitive Map as a byway open to all traffic and it would,
therefore, be appropriate to recognize the public’s rights over the route by
recording it on the Definitive Map as a byway open to all traffic.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
Local Services Group File: A/38/28z
Report Author Alex Bell — Definitive Map Officer

(01670) 624133
Alex Bell@Northumberand.gov.uk
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ‘
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981, PART III
DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND

APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION ORDER

Former Borough/District ...... ot 0 | 0 X 8 O
Parish ... O T T AN G EEAM e Rights of Way NO. ...
(on Definitive Map)
To: Asset & Infrastructure Manager
Northumberland County Council
County Hall
Morpeth
Northumberland
NE61 2EF
1/We Ofﬁhﬁél_’[OLMéS ............................................................................... (Name)

of 3MﬂNoﬂﬁﬂMJMLgﬁﬁMrNOﬂfﬂgf‘// (Address)
NEEC a1l

hereby apply for an order, under Section 53 (2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, modifying the Definitive Map
and Statement for the County of Northumberland, by:-

@ Adding the (foetpath) (bridleway) (restricted-byway) (byway-open-to-alltrafiic) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
from ... Wt L\@d.‘%& el AR LBRBE VLB s sy s ismssssismass
o .. EA\MﬂtW» gl CR.M0.OZR M b I

2. (Upgrading) (downgrading) to a (footpath) (bridleway) (restricted byway) (byway open to all traffic) the (footpath)
(bridleway) (restricted byway) (byway open to all traffic) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
TEOIT Lot sttt e s esen B e S e s s i S e e
BO eoniomsamsmmmensn s e e 0 S S S 8 A T S S A S R

3 Deleting the (footpath) (bridleway) (restricted byway) (byway open to all traffic) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
BOME  vvmvemonsd 40545 A e e
B oo v S S S B S ST R
4. (Varying) (adding to) the particulars relating to the (footpath) (bridleway) ) (restricted hyway) (hyway apen to '
all traffic) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
BTOIL et RS
OO U OO PP RUPPPRPS O N
by providing that ... e PSRN

as shown on the plan attached.

I/We attach copies of the following documentary evidence (including statements of witness) set out overleaf in support of
this application.

& y
Dated ... /f ..... /4¢‘§Mf7020010 ...... Signed ﬁ ...................

NOTE: This application must be accompanied by a map showing the right(s) of way applied for. Legally such a map must be
at a scale of not less than 24" to 1 mile, but 6" to 1 mile (being the scale at which the Definitive Map is to be prepared
and maintained) will normally be preferable.




Eslington Highhill

The route

1. The application route is in the parish of Whittingham and is not recorded on the
definitive map. However it is recorded as U4010 on the NCC plan of adopted
highways (List of Streets). '

2. Itlinks two rural roads, the U4009 at the north end (A) GR NU 038 116 and the C172
at the south end {B) GR NU 039 114.

3. itfoliows the edge of a rough pasture with a fieid gate at either end.

4. ltcan be seen on OS Explorer 332 Alnwick & Amble.

See photographs showing its character

Documentary evidence

1. 1769 Armstrong’s map of Northumberland
The line of the application route can be identified on this early county map.
See extract

2. 1820 Fryer’s map of Nerthumberland
it can also be seen on this early county map.
See extract

3. 1828 Greenwood’s map of Northumberland
This county map shows the pattern of the local roads in a manner more similar to
the present day, with the application route joining the road past Eslington Hall to
High Hill.
See extract

4. 1841 Tithe plan for Whittingham 'parish extract from the Genealogist’s website
The tithe plan clearly shows the application route as an unfenced track joining the
cross roads at West Lodge to Eslington Highhill in the same manner as the adjacent
county roads. '

See extract

5. ‘1866 0S 1*ted scale 1:2,500 (25”) extract from www.old-maps.co.uk
On the 1% edition OS it is shown as a feature separate from the pasture it crosses by
the broken brace. It also shows a minor path joining it and a well on it beside the
edgé of the wood.

It is shown to be in the parish of Whittingham and the township of Eslington.
The plot number is not clear, but it could be plot 34 which is the number to be seen
on its continuation northwards.



In the OS Book of Reference for that parish and township on page 5, it can be seen
the plot 34 is described as public road. This is also the case for plot 101, the road
going east past Eslington Hall and for plot 105, the road going west from West
Lodge.

See extract

1895 0S 2™ ed scale 1:10,560 (6”) extract from www.old-maps.co.uk
The applicatien route is clearly shown jeining West Lodge to Eslington Highhill. It
follows the same line as on the earlier edition with the well still being labelled.

- See extract

1903 Bartholomew’s Half inch England & Wales extract from the NLS website
This map was produced for sale tc the general public at a time when the OS was only
concerned with producing maps for government use. Cyclists were beginning to use
maps to explore the wider countryside. The application route is shown, though not
with the notation indicating that it had a good surface for cycling. That is the same
as for the east/west road from Ryle Mill which passes West Lodge and Eslington Hall.
See extract

1923 Ministry of Transport Half inch map

extract from https://maps.nis.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=13&Iat=55.40423&lon=-
1.944818&layers=1918&b=1 '

The original documents are held at TNA. They were digitised in 2010. They show all the
public roads of the country with the new classification system for main roads, which started
to be developed in the 1920s, inserted as a layer on the 0S base map.

See extract

. 1954 OS scate 1:25;000(2% ) extract-from NS website
This post-war edition of the OS clearly shows the route along the same line as on
earlier editions. Itis not labelled FP, suggesting that it is of higher status.

See extract

Conclusion

Although only a short link between two existing rural roads, the evidence suggests
that the application route has been in existence for a very long time. Please could
you consider adding it to the definitive map as a public bridieway as it would provide
a-useful link in a-number-of local circular routes. '

Sent to NCC August 2020
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View from West Lodge (A)

View from Eslington Highhill (B)

Note old stone gatepost
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Extract from the Council’s 1951 Highways Map
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Extract from the Council’s 1964 Highways Map
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Highways Act 1980 Section 36(6)
County Of Northumberland

List of Streets which are highways maintainable at the public expense

Road Number

U4006

u4007

u4008

U4009

u4010

U4011

v4012

U4013

02-May-2006

As at 02-May-2006

Description

Total length for U40086

C174 TOC172
Total length for U4007

C174 TO C172
Total length for U4008

U4012 JCT TO U4011 JCT

U4011 JCT TO U4010 (CROSSROADS)

C172 JCT TO U4012 JCT

U4010 (CROSSROADS) TO U4014 (N) MOU
U4014 (N) MOUNTAIN JCT TO C172 JCT

Total length for U4009

C172 TO U4009 (CROSSROADS)
U4009 JCT TO C169 JCT
Total length for U4010

U4009 JCT TO C169 JCT
Total length for U4011

C169 JCT TO U4009 JCT
Total length for U4012

U4014/U4013 LINK ROAD

Length - Metres

1,101

602
602

2,069
2,069

575
1,933
817
1,202
347
4,874

- 319
1,080
1,399

1,225
1,225

2,368
2,368

36

Page 259 of 730



o

Dunce Castle Plantation
+ A

Callaly Mains,

P A
aily,
1Ty, )
\'\'ﬂ; C3 Cb
Yetlington 1T w Oo..
@ i O~
Highways Act 1980 Section 36(6)
Network Management County of Northumberland
I"III' Information System List of Streets which are highways
maintainable at the public expense
Northumberland L )
COle.')’ Council This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Drn: Date: Scale:
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary Office
Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and AB Sept 20211 1: 10]000
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. License no. 100049048 (2015).




